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Rates of health examination participation among infants

Ichiro Fukunaga

Abstract: We calculated and statistically analyzed the rate of participation by
infants in the 1-year-6-month health checkup and the 3-year health checkup
between 2007 and 2011. The participation rates in the 1-year-6-month and 3-year
health checkups were 93.8% and 91.0%, respectively, nationwide, and 82.6% and
78.3%, respectively, in Kochi prefecture. The nationwide statistical distribution
of the health checkup participation rate for the 1-year-6-month and 3-year
checkups peaks at between 95.0% and 97.5%, and tails off to the left. The
participation rate in Kochi prefecture was lower than the national average and
distributed in a bimodal pattern. The non-participation rate in Kochi prefecture
was 2.8 times higher than the national average for the 1-year-6-month checkup
and 2.4 times the national average for the 3-year checkup (per 100 eligible
participants in Kochi). A strong positive correlation in participation rates was
found between the 1-year-6-month and 3-year health checkups. No correlation
was found between the participation rate and the number of eligible participants.
This low participation rate must not be ignored in public policy.

Key words: participation rate, 1-year-6-month health checkup, 3-year health
checkup
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