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Trends in sexual transmitted infections in Kochi Prefecture

— Trends in chlamydia infection, herpes simplex virus infection,
condyloma acuminatum, gonococcal infection, and syphilis —

Ichiro Fukunaga

Abstract: Many patients with sexually transmitted diseases exhibit few
symptoms. These diseases therefore have a tendency to spread without a
sufficient understanding of their actual conditions. In 2013, a survey of the
actual conditions of sexually transmitted disease was carried out in the
departments of obstetrics, gynecology, urology, dermatology, and
otorhinolaryngology in medical institutions in Kochi Prefecture. A survey of
trends in syphilis incidence was analyzed from reports on infectious diseases
between January 2012 and April 2014. The prevalence rate of chlamydia
infection was 42.9 males and 124.6 females per 100,000 people in the population.
The rates per 100,000 for the other diseases were 10.9 males and 82.3 females
for the herpes simplex virus infection, 7.2 males and 15.5 females for condyloma
acuminatum (genital warts), and 28.2 males and 15.3 females for gonococcal
infection. Thirteen patients suffered from syphilis, of whom 7, mostly female,
were asymptomatic carriers of the pathogenic agent. The infection route was
sexual contact with the opposite sex in 8 cases, sexual contact with the same
sex in 6 cases, and uncertain in 3 cases. There were 3 cases of last-stage
syphilis. Sexually transmitted diseases spread at a constant rate and require
sufficient educational campaigns to raise awareness about them.

Key words: sexually transmitted disease, syphilis, chlamydia, gonococcal
infection
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